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The matter was raised by him in a memorandum
to the War Cabinet on 12th January, 1917, in which

he urged that a 50 per cent, cut in brew-
Liquor          ing would preserve home-grown barley

control           for food purposes and set free  tonnage

used for imported brewing materials. With
his memorandum was considered one from the Central
Control (Liquor Traffic) Board, which reported the
remarkable success which had attended the measures
so far taken to restrict and control the sale of alcohol,
and urged still further measures, including State
Purchase.

The War Cabinet considered these suggestions, but
decided that the question of State Purchase should

be deferred until other more urgent
War Cabinet measures had been settled. The Cabinet
PuJchasT on *3rc* January, decided that for the

time being brewing should be restricted
to 60 per cent, of the 1915 output, and that the release
of wines and spirits from bond should be cut down
proportionately. After enough grain had been
malted to supply the brewers for their restricted
output, the Food Controller was empowered to stop
further malting. A public announcement of this
decision was made on 24th January by the Food
Controller.

As regards the further developments of this question
of liquor restriction, it may be added that on i6th
Subsequent February we decided to make a further
brewing reduction of 30 per cent, in the figure of
restrictions beer permitted under the Output of
outlined Beer Restriction Act The result of this

would be that whereas before the War there were
about 35,000,000 standard barrels brewed annually,
now there would be about 10,000,000 barrels. On